
Save $3 off
doo-n-go refill bags. 105pk.

Valid at all Bosley’s Pet Food Plus store locations until May 18th, 2011.  While quantities last. Selection may vary by store.  Cannot be combined with any other promotional offer.  No rain checks.  www.bosleys.com

Over $3,500 in prizes

Enter online at bosleys.com

prizes donated by 
 • Wickaninnish Inn  • Jet Pet Resort  • Crystal Lodge  

• Dog Stars  • Black Rock Oceanfront Resort   
• Rex Dog Hotel & Spa  • Off Leash Photography  

Feed us your best tid bit advice  
for your chance to WIN!

Environmentally friendly, biodegradable. Reg. Price $7.99 Pr
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By Chanelle Dupre

It’s that wonderful time of year -- play-
time in the park for you and your four-
legged friend. I don’t know about you, 
but after the long cold winter, I just can’t 
wait to get outdoors and enjoy the natural 
beauty of our parks.

Now is the time when dog owners 
gather at neighbourhood off-leash parks 
spending hours socializing, not just with 
their beloved canine, but with other dog 
owners in the community. More impor-
tantly, trips to the dog park 
provide the stimulation 
needed to keep hounds 
healthy and happy.

There are a number of great dog parks 
in Metro Vancouver, but to fully enjoy 
the experience, be aware of your park 
etiquette – sometimes referred to as  
“petiquette.”

Following these general guidelines will 
ensure our parks are safer and more en-
joyable for everyone:

Observe the posted rules. Some parks 
have specific times during the day when 
dogs are allowed off leash or offer desig-
nated off-leash areas. Otherwise, it is on-

leash at all times.

Safety inspection. Make sure 
the area is free of broken bot-
tles or other sharp objects that 
could hurt your unsuspecting 

dog. A quick walk-thru could 
save you a trip to the vet.

Come prepared for a picnic. Bring 
some water for your dog to ensure it stays 
hydrated during playtime and pack your 
pockets with treats. And before you offer 
another dog a snack, check with its owner 
to ensure it’s okay, as the dog may have 
allergies you’re unaware of.

Be aware and play with care. Super-
vise and watch how your dog interacts 
with other dogs, as fights can easily break 
out and you need to be prepared to jump 
in and referee. Learn to recognize play-
ful versus aggressive behaviour and keep 
your dog in sight at all times to ensure it 
doesn’t display unacceptable behaviour 
towards humans and other dogs.

Identification. Whether the park you 

visit is fenced or not, 
make sure your dog 
has an identification 
tag on at all times.

Respect others. Remember that not all 
park-goers are pet owners, so keep Fido 
in check to ensure he isn’t chasing after 
joggers or running through playgrounds.

Poop and scoop. Be a respectful owner 
and pick up after your dog so our parks 
stay clean for everyone to enjoy. Also, 
consider using biodegradable poop bags 
and refillable dispensers to help preserve 
the environment.

Though it may seem like common 
sense, it doesn’t hurt to keep in mind the 
following:

     Sick dog – If your dog is feeling sick, it’s 
not advisable to take your dog to the 
park and socialize with others. Some 
forms of diseases are contagious and 
easily transfer through tactical play.

    Too young to play – If your pup is 
younger  than six months, it will be 
more susceptible to other communi-
cable diseases without its full set of 
vaccinations. It is not a good idea to 
expose your young dog at the dog park 
until it is fully vaccinated. 

     Too many dogs – don’t bring more 
than you can handle.

It’s simple: having good “petiquette” will 
ensure playtime at the park is an enjoy-
able experience for you and your dog.

PET FOOD PLUS

 Save
65%

on select pet food 
& supplies

Up
To

open for business everyday

1683 Davie Street, Downtown Vancouver
Saturday, May 14 & Sunday, May 15

CheCk oUT oUr new look!

Grand     OpeningRe
/ /

Celebration!

stOck up & save!

Caring for Pet 
Wellness and Nutrition
Outdoor Fun means minding your petiquette 


