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South Sound Supper Club
Snohomish County Supper 

Club
Introduction to RHA Forms
Economic Forecast Breakfast
Office Closure • Presidents Day
Eastside Supper Club
Seattle Supper Club 
Ellensburg Lunch Club
Moses Lake Supper Club 
Landlord 101
Strategies to Manage Rental 

Finances
Vendor Member Orientation 
Legislative Day —Day on 

the Hill
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The Rental Property Coach

By Sean Martin,  
RHA External Affairs Director

The political landscape for RHA 
and its members who own rent-

als in the City of Seattle is likely to 
be altered significantly by the end of 
this year.
Thanks to Seattle voters approving 
a new districted elections system in 
2013, the Council will now be elected 
by seven individual districts, with two 
positions remaining at-large for the 
entire city.
Already we’re seeing the fallout with 
two incumbents declaring that they 
will not run for re-election—Nick 
Licata and Tom Rasmussen.

District Elections Coming to Seattle in 2015
Housing is likely to be an issue at the 
forefront of political campaigns due to 
rising rents and concerns that there is 
a growing lack of affordable housing 
in the city.
RHA and its PAC are focused closely 
on this election, as well as the afford-
able housing discussions and issues 
surrounding the political campaigning.
In addition to having a representative 
on the Mayor’s Housing Affordability 
and Livability (HALA) committee, 
RHA is also working closely with the 
Committee to End Homelessness to 
promote housing opportunities for 
those less fortunate. Both groups 
offer unique opportunities for RHA 

and rental owners to help create new, 
affordable housing, as well as to help 
place tenants in existing housing 
already available at affordable rates.
Members can also expect RHA to be 
engaged on similar issues in Olym-
pia during the 2015 session, already 
underway, to ensure that practical 
solutions to housing affordability 
are discussed both locally, and in 
Olympia.
Keep an eye out for more information 
on the Seattle district elections as we 
draw nearer to the August primary.
Seattle residents interested in more 
information can look up their district 

online by visiting www.Seattle.gov and 
searching “District Elections.”
For more information on legislation 
RHA is currently involved with in 
Olympia see “WA State Legislative 
Update “ on page 23. u

By Chanelle Dupre, Pendo Rent, 
RHA Vendor Member

After the holiday season comes 
tax season. Oh what fun! Even 

though your taxes do not need to be 
filed until April, the earlier you start 
organizing your information, the less 
stressful and costly it will be for you. 

If you use an accountant, pay for their 
tax strategy advice only and not for 
organizing and documenting your 
rental property transactions that you 
could easily do yourself. There are a 
number of free software programs out 
in the market that allow you to record 
all of your landlord related transac-
tions in a user-friendly interface 
resulting in a dashboard that shows 
you the real-time status of your cash 
flow, property performance, etc.

Whether you track your transac-
tions on a spreadsheet, in a software 
program, or as receipts in a shoebox, 
be disciplined about your accounting 
process so you are not scrambling to 
gather information and to remember 
transactions from months ago. 

Here are some easy tips to help even 
the non-accounting landlord prepare 
for tax filing and hopefully help you 
maximize a refund or minimize tax 
remittance. 

Start by gathering your data from 
all sources: Go to your online bank 
statement and copy and paste your 
property transactions into a spread-
sheet or CSV file. (Editor's Note: 
Comma-Separated Values: CSV is a 
common, relatively simple file format 
that is widely supported by consumer, 
business, and scientific applications.) 

Preparing for Tax Filing If you use a software program that 
has CSV import capabilities, you can 
simply upload or drag and drop your 
file into the program. Then you can 
organize the information so that your 
transactions are sorted by the various 
expense and income categories. 

If you use credit cards, retrieve your 
information online by copying rel-
evant transactions to a spreadsheet 
in the same manner as you did with 
the data from your bank account (then 
save the file as a CSV). By the way, 
many banks allow you to export your 
data as a CSV. The best CSV format to 
use is date, description and amount.

Gather other tax-deductible expenses: 
You may have expenses that will not be 
captured through your bank account. 
Some examples include vehicle mile-
age expenses, depreciation expense 
and mortgage interest payments. 
Mortgage interest payments will likely 
be buried in your mortgage payments 
so you will need to separate these 
from the payment on your principal 
amount. Consult your accountant on 
how best to include these expenses 
into your tax filing process.

Gather information about your home 
expenses: If you use part of your home 
to run your rental property business, 

you will want to estimate the per-
centage of space you use for business 
versus personal purposes. You can use 
this percentage to calculate the per-
centage of utilities, phone, electricity, 
etc. that you can include as expenses 
in your taxes. 

Improvements and renovations: keep 
track of costs that improve the value 
of your rental property. Again, con-
sult your accountant on how best to 
include these transactions in your tax 
filing process. 

Tax preparation is not fun for land-
lords so try using an online rental 
property management tool to make 
life easier. Let the landlord or property 
management software program do all 
the calculations and reports for you 
so that you have all the figures in one 
document that you can transfer into 
your tax forms easily and quickly (and 
then hand those documents to your 
accountant for tax filing purposes…
voila!). 

Happy tax filing.
Chanelle Dupre is the Chief Market-
ing Officer (CMO) at Pendo Rent. She 
is a landlord with multiple properties 

Chanelle Dupre


